Julia Vela

My name is Julia Vela and soon to be a graduating senior of Pomperaug High School in
Southbury Connecticut. I have always been passionate about volunteering and giving back to my
community. [ am a member of the Sacred Heart Church youth group, where I have raised money
for the Saint Vincent de Paul homeless shelter and have attended two mission trips. I will be
attending my third mission trip this summer. I really enjoy not only serving in my community but
helping others in their community as well. I'll be heading to Dexter, Maine this month for a week
with my youth group. In addition, I have been a Girl Scout since I was five years old. This
platform allows me to volunteer for local and national organizations such as the Audubon Center,
where I have spent time clearing out invasive plants, or at the Watermark, a local assisted living
facility, where I helped the elderly paint and knit. I have also volunteered for Veterans Affairs like
Wreaths Across America, where we placed wreaths on the graves of military personnel in my
town. Since [ was very young Girl Scouts has taught me that to be a good citizen we must help
others and our community. I received my first Girl Scout Award, the Bronze Award, in 5th Grade
for making lap blankets for the elderly. In 9th grade I earned the Girl Scout Silver Award for a
project called "Southbury Keeping Kids Cozy." I created, organized, and led a fundraiser with the
Southbury Needy Fund, raising over $2,000 in new, warm clothing and blankets for
underprivileged children. This past year I have been working on my final award for Girl Scouts,
The Gold Award, only about 6% of Girl Scouts achieve it. I have spearheaded a new initiative to
educate teenagers about the dangers of distracted driving. I prepared a presentation for my high
school in April which was played in our advisory class for all the students to watch. I followed up
my presentation with a social media campaign on my high school’s instagram account in May, to
remind students to stay safe especially with prom and graduation approaching.

The reason I chose this subject matter for my gold award was because in March of 2023 my
mother was in a car accident with a drunk seventeen-year-old teen from the town next door from
mine. My mother recovered well, but the 17 year old boy died tragically. My goal is to prevent
another tragedy like this one from occurring. Community service is my way of contributing to
the solutions to the problems I see in the world because we can address the world's most pressing
issues by encouraging volunteerism. If everyone were to work on the issues within their local
communities these issues would be minimized and the world would become brighter. That's
partly why giving back to my community gives me a true sense of purpose. Being a member of

my debate team has also provided me with new experiences. One that makes me happy and



intellectually excited. During meetings and tournaments, my and others' opinions are valued,
considered, and respected. I listen to insightful perspectives to help me develop my
understanding. There is no place I feel more genuine and robust than in a challenging debate
with people who share my debate perspective. It is not a place to win; instead, it is a place to
engage in meaningful dialogue and provide multiple perspectives. Also, as Captain of the high
school debate team and volunteer coach of the middle school debate team, leading, mentoring,
and supporting others to success has been one of the most rewarding experiences in high school.
[ will grow in my commitment to community service and civil discourse because I know that
these commitments are critical to making the world a better place. My plans include continuing
volunteering and debating at Tufts University which I am attending in the fall. I love learning
and challenging myself and will continue to strive to excel in college. Academically I would like
to share that I ranked in the top 5% of my class. I am very proud of this accomplishment. My
goal is to go to law school and one day be a lawyer and use my passion for law, justice and
service for the greater good. I will send my Distracted Driving Awareness Presentation as well. I

would be honored to be chosen for this scholarship, thank you for your consideration.



